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“If you run an education
system based on
standardization and
conformity that
suppresses individuality,
imagination, and
creativity, don’t be
surprised if that is what
it does.”

The need for creativity



We propose teaching creativity:

1. Make connections
between disciplines

2. Teach improvisation
immediately in the
classroom

3. Honor creativity over
conformity



Point 1: Cross disciplines early and often



Invite more people to the party



EVS 256: Geology and Jazz



Jim Sherry on teaching improvisation



Point 2: Gather and use data



My old home in New Orleans



Explaining disasters



Closer to home
"Hurricane Katrina was, in fact, the judgement of God against the
city of New Orleans."

"New Orleans had a level of sin that was offensive to God," Pastor
Jon Hagee said, because "there was to be a homosexual parade
there on the Monday that the Katrina came."



About half those killed were greater than 75 year old

$75 million
for

restoration
of Baptist
Seminary



Jim Sherry on what the data shows

?



Point 3: History is contingent



New Orleans



The opening of the Gulf of Mexico

From Roadside Geology of Louisiana



The building of the delta

From Roadside Geology of Louisiana



Great agricultural land

From Wikimedia Commons



Large plantations with slave labor

From PCS.org



The birth of the blues

Robert Johnson



Free people of color

Agostino Brunias - Free Women of Color with their Children and Servants in a Landscape



The end of the Civil War in 1865

From nps.gov



Heading



Storyville, 1897-1917



1927 Mississippi River Flood

From pbs.org



Prohibition, 1920-1933



The Great Migration
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Jim Sherry on The Iowa Connection



The geologic heritage continues
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As does the need for creativity

From http://www.odu.edu/educ/roverbau/Bloom/blooms_taxonomy.htm


