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Start with a story



How do we explain disasters?

“Hurricane Katrina was, in fact, the judgment of

God against the city of New Orleans.”
“New Orleans had a level of sin that was offensive to God,” [Pastor

John] Hagee said, because “there was to be a homosexual parade

there on the Monday that the Katrina came.”



Really?

“Hurricane Katrina was, in fact, the judgment of

God against the city of New Orleans.”
“New Orleans had a level of sin that was offensive to God,” Pastor

John Hagee said, because “there was to be a homosexual parade

there on the Monday that the Katrina came.”

The facts:
Both seminaries in New Orleans were destroyed

Approximately 900 churches, synagogues or mosques were
destroyed

Nearly 85 percent of those killed were older than 51, 60
percent older than 65 and almost half were older than 75.



Link to climate change



We could have been prepared.



It has to be personal



Where to start?

Know where the data is stored.

Figure: Climate data main page - NOAA



Where to start?

Find your personal data.

Figure: Search engine - NOAA



Where to start?

Think local.

Figure: Dubuque stations - NOAA



Where to start?

As simple as that...

Figure: Data delivery email - NOAA



A simple lesson in Excel.

Change the file type.



A simple lesson in Excel.

Copy, seperate, and delete excess data.



A simple lesson in Excel.

Drop missing data.



A simple lesson in Excel.

Drop missing data.



A simple lesson in Excel.

Drop missing data.



A simple lesson in Excel.

Begin to play around!



A simple lesson in Excel.

Begin to play around!



1. October is wetter and less predictable
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1. October is wetter and less predictable
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2. July is wetter and less predictable
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2. July is wetter and less predictable
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3. March snow has decreased
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4. The last freeze of spring is earlier
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5. The first freeze of fall is later
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Which do you support most?

a. reduce alcohol-related auto accidents
b. reduce suicides

Telegraph-Herald, 24 Feb 2016



Do these data influence you?

American Foundation for Suicide Prevention

http://www.foundation2.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/09/Iowa-State-Facts-2019.pdf


Farmer suicide



The connection to climate change?



We’ve had some successes

Acid rain

CFCs and ozone

Mental health
support for
farmers

Wall Street Journal
Ozone Hole Above Antarctica Shrinks to Smallest Size
on Record Oct. 23, 2019



Finishing the story

When the Levees Broke

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dv0BewPjUHc&feature=youtu.be

