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Taking students to New Orleans



New Orleans: The Crescent City



The Gulf of Mexico opens



The plates separate



Sediment builds the delta



soil + climate = great agriculture



Agriculture requires labor



Call and response =⇒ blues (then rock)

My Generation by The Who



New Orleans’ French heritage



Free people of color

Agostino Brunias, Free Women of Color with their Children and Servants in a Landscape, ca. 1764-1796



The Civil War ends





Storyville, 1897-1917



Prohibition, 1920-1933



1927 Mississippi River Flood



The Great Migration



The setup for further flooding



New Orleans’ historic landscape



Hurricane Katrina



A catastrophist explanation

“Hurricane Katrina was, in fact, the judgment of

God against the city of New Orleans.”
“New Orleans had a level of sin that was offensive to God,” [Pastor

John] Hagee said, because “there was to be a homosexual parade

there on the Monday that the Katrina came.”
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The facts:
Both seminaries in New Orleans were destroyed

Approximately 900 churches, synagogues or mosques were
destroyed

Nearly 85 percent of those killed were older than 51, 60
percent older than 65 and almost half were older than 75.



Uniformitarianism: A map from 1981



Ninth Ward



Rebuilding: Musicians Village



Final thoughts


